
HATER NEW YORK
GETS II SETBACK,

A Legislative Committee Is
to Come Here and

Take Evidence.

it' Is Said Mr. Piatt Ordered
This as a Sop to Mayor

Wurster.

Brooklyn Senators Think the Consoli¬
dation Question Should Be Again

Submitted tb Popular Vote.

WAR BETWEEN LEXOW AND GRADY.

Senator Grady Charged That Lexow Was
Actuated by Machine Politics in De¬

laying Action on the Consoli¬
dation of the Cities.

Albany, N. Y., Jan. 9..There seems to be
no doubt that the Greater New York ques¬
tion Is to have its settlement postponed
for many months. It now looks as if Mr.

consolidation is not retarded for a

year at least Mr. Tlatt will not be
able to swing the vote of their dele¬
gates. The Lexow resolution providing for
a joining of the Cities Committees of the
Senate and Assembly for the purpose of in¬
vestigating the consolidation question was

adopted in the Senate to-day after a vig¬
orous debate. As the Senators dispersed
after adjournment, the story was rife that
Mayor Wurster, of Brooklyn, had delivered
an ultimatum to Mr. Piatt.

It Is to the effect that if consolidation
is not. killed for this session the influence
of tbe Wurster faction will be exerted to
send no Morton delegates to the St. Louis
convention. Presumably the negotiations
have not been completed, but the Lexow
resolution is taken as an evidence that Mr.
Piatt realizes the potency of the Wurster
threat and is willing to treat with his fac¬
tion. Color is given to this story by the
fact that the Worth men in the Legislature
have been ignored in the distribution of
choice places in committees, while the
Wurster men have been properly cared for.
After the transaction of routine business

in the Senate to-day. Senator Lexow called
up his resolution and amended.it by making
the sub-committee consist of four Senators
and five Assemblymen, instead of three
Senators and four Assemblymen. To this
sub-committee will be intrusted the task
of proceeding to Xew York and Investigat¬
ing the consolidation question.

POLITICS IN THE MOVE.
Senator Cantor began the debate by say¬

ing:
"I take it that the silence of the Brook¬

lyn delegation means that its members ap
prove the resolution. I conclude that tht
intention of those behind this resolution
is to let the session pass without tak
ing action on the consolidation question.
There is no possible reason for referring

w'tli this matter. Those Cities Commit¬
tees probably have political axes to grind.

''It may be," continued Senator Cantor,
"that Kings County has served notice that
the delegates to the Republican National
Convention may not be. favorably inclined
to a distinguished citizen if her wishes as
to consolidation are not heeded. The peo¬
ple do not want this made a football of
politics. This resolution is in line with the
dilatory tactics of last year. If this pro-

Sosed sub-committee is not intended to
unt out ways of punishing somebody in

the municipal administration of New York
.an administration to which the majority
In this Senate is opposed.it must be in¬
tended to delay the determination of it.
We want a greater New York, but not one
which will place the government in the
hands of either a Republican or a Demo¬
cratic machine. We want a business ad
ministration, and the Commission can pro¬
vide a scheme that will give us that."
"Did not the Senator vote for a referen¬

dum last year?" inquired Mr. Lexow.
"Yes; but only because the character of

the bill had been changed by the injection
Into It of politics," replied Mr. Cantor.

"If the Senator is consistent he will
again vote for a referendum," said Mr.
Lexow. "He can't thi-ow dust. Into the
eyes of the people. No agency contributed
more to the defeat of the bill last year
than the Senator's efforts."
Mr. Lexow continued by saying that tht

Republican majority consistently favored
consolidation, and that the resolution was
in line with that desire. It wanted a de¬
liberate consolidation, not a hasty one.
Mr. Lexow had evidently heard of the re¬

ported deal between Piatt and Wurster,
and declared:
"Consolidation will be reached this year.

The Republican party is pledged to it.
It will carry out that pledge, even if it has
to do violence to the sentiments of our

opponents. We owe it to the people who
gave a majority of 44,464 for consolidation.

LEXOW STRIKES TAMMANY.
"My experience as a member of a com¬

mittee which exposed all sorts of corrup¬
tion in New York and my experience here

A Characteristic Scene at Albany.
Lou Payn exercising his persuasive powers upon a trio of new members.

(Sketched by a Journal staff artist.)
Piatt Intended juggling with the matter for
political purposes. He wants to control
the New York State delegates to the Re¬
publican National Convention, and the Re¬
publicans of Kings County threaten that if

the matter to the Cities Committees. We
had a suitable bill last year, and it would
have passed had it not been amended out
of all shape and manipulated for partisan
purposes. The Municipal Consolidation
Commission is entirely competent to deal

Authyr of the "Greater New York" Setback."
Senator Clarence Lexow, of Nyack. indulging in a Quiet smoke after the pas¬

sage of the delay bill in the Senate.

teaches me that no measure designed bythe Republican party to put an end to cor¬ruption in New York City can be comparedto the measure now in contemplation.There never was a measure which willbring Tammany rule to a close so soon asthis. Those trying to throw off the yokein Brooklyn will join hands with the inde¬pendents in New York City in helping us.Elence, I say that when the vote is called
every Senator represented by the Senatorfrom the Twentieth (Cantor) will be foundagainst us."
This frank admission that the Republicanmajority intends making the Greater NewYork matter a purely partisan questioncaused a consultation among the TammanySenators. As a result, Senatqr Grady aroseto reply. It may be, incidentally, that oneof Mr. Grady's chief purposes this sessionis to demolish Mr. Lexow, and the memoryof the hitter's efforts for the Police Magis¬trates bill last year probably crossed theTammany orator's mind. Senator Gradywas in good voice, and his manner and in¬flections lent sarcasm and scorn to hiswords.

GRADY STRIKES BACK.
"At the opening session of the Senate,"said Mr. Grady, "we were reminded that

the dignity of this body was sacred and not
on a par with that of an ordinary Board of
Aldermen. There are some Boards of Al¬
dermen in the State in which while dis¬
cussing the questions proposed for the bet¬
terment of the imperial State they riseabove the plane of mere party politics. Letas understand where we are. for this is theSenate of the State of New York, the high¬est legislative body known to our people."We come here not as Democrats, not asRepublicans, but with commissions whichmake us the representatives of all the peo¬ple, Democrats and Republicans alike. Letus have some argument that appeals to ourreason and our judgment. What possibleconnection is there with the question ofconsolidation of two great cities and thework of that committee with which thegentleman from the Twenty-third (Lexow)was identified? It was the dirtiest workthat ever took place in the records of civ¬ilization."
"I ask that the words of the Senator betaken down," interrupted Senator Lexow,in excitement.
"Take down what follows, then," retort¬ed Senator Grady. "It was a parade""I object to the language of the gentle¬man as unparliamentary," said Mr. Lexow."He refers in an unparliamentary way to

a duly organized committee "of this body."President Saxton said Mr. Grady was inorder.
"I am criticising no committer of thisbody," continued Senator Grady. "I ampassing upon a committee that has madeits record, upon which the judgment, theintelligence and the conscience of NewYork City have passed. I was about sayingthat it was a parade of the abandoned,the dissolute and criminal. They wereinveigled, they were threatened, they were

bribed.to do what? To testify to the
existence of that which then existed,which had existed during the life of the
city, which exists to-day, and which will
continue to exist during every day of the
life of the Senator from the Twenty-thirdDistrict, and long afterward."

THE CHAIR INTERPOSES.
Senator Lexow's whiskers bristled with

indignation, as he rose and declared:
"I call the Senator to qrder again. His

remarks are not germane. When the ques¬
tion comes up I will answer the Senator
in any language he sees fit to use."
"If the Senator desires to adhere strictly

to the rule of not. wandering from the
subject there will be much less talk," re¬
marked the Chair.
"I was merely presenting the issue,"

continued Senator Grady. "The Senator
when he brought in his balloon.labelled
report of the committee of two years ago
.merelv amused himself. He did not in¬
struct the Senate. I shall be glad at any

time to debate with the Senator on the
great honor that has fallen upon him be-
cause of his identification with that com¬
mittee. I can assure the Senator that any
talk to the effect that he has any connec¬
tion Tammany Hall is entirely without the
authority of that organization. We have
been warned that when the vote on consoli¬
dation is taken the Senator will be in line
against consolidation. I am not quick at
discovering the African in the wood pile,
but from the assurance of this absolutely
sincere Senator I am afraid the bill is
already drafted.
.'When we are asked to vote on the ques¬

tion of consolidation we shall be asked
either to indorse a committee's report that
provides for a separate plan of paternal
government for any community that does
not vote the right way, or else be asked to
continue in power that thoroughly non¬

descript government with which we are

now blessed.blessed in the sense of illus¬
trating the horrible example of the evils of
forgetting the responsibility of government
as connected with the responsibility of
party management. I am uncommitted on
this "consolidation question. If a plan is
presented here that gives to New York a

system of government that shall maintain
its supremacy as a city in the sisterhood of
cities, in obedience to the will of the ma¬

jority as expressed at the polls, I shall vote
for such a measure. If that plan shall
be an open-handed political plan for the ad¬
vancement of party supremacy, then I
shall be found In opposition to the bill."
Senator Wray (Rep.), of Brooklyn, said

the Brooklyn Democratic machine wanted
consolidation so that it could again secure
control of municipal affairs In Brooklyn,
through the aid of Tammany Hail. The
Brooklyn representatives favored the resolu¬
tion. A fair investigation of the question
should be had. He favored a resubmission
of the Greater New York question to the
people.
The vote was vive voice, the resolution

was declared adopted and the Senate ad¬
journed until next Monday night. Subse¬
quent to adjournment Senator Lexow said
he was confident the Assembly would pass
the resolution.
"In two weeks the sub-committee will be

In New York to hear arguments. There will
be no investigation of departments beyond
that necessary for intelligent consideration
of the proposed legislation. The chief part
of the work will consist of public hearings
In New York and Brooklyn."

TRACY ADVISES MORTON.
The Governor Fears There May Be Trouble

Over the Greater New York Bill
and Other Matters.

Albany, N. Y., Jan. 9..General Benjamin
P. Tracy, ex-Secretary of the Navy, and
one of the sponsors of Governor Morton's
candidacy for the Republican Presidential
nomination, arrived here to-day and had a

long private talk with the Governor. Poli¬
ticians attached -much Importance to the
meeting. Both gentlemen smiled blandly
when Interrogated as to the cause of the
General's visit, and declared it had no

significance.
The explanation circulated for publica¬

tion was that General Tracy came for the
purpose of arguing a case before the Court
of Appeals, and discovered only when he
reached Albany that the case would not be
called until to-morrow. It can be stated
that General Tracy had several reasons for
seeing the Governor. The law firm of
Tracy, Boardman & Piatt has been con¬
sulted by the manipulator of the Republi¬
can machine in reference to the Greater
New York bill.
The sub-committee of the Cities Commit¬

tees of both Houses, to which the investi¬
gation of the subject of consolidation had
been entrusted, will proceed bravely to
give public hearings while the machine
leaders are making up their minds as to
the legislative course that the party's
necessities require. In other words the
Joint Committee's action is purely a humor¬
ous performance, and will not affect in
the slightest the action that ultimately will
be taken by the Republican majority in
the Legislature.
General Tracy's advice as to measures

that may be proposed wiy be taken by Mr.
Piatt. One object of the General's visit
was to jearn Governor Morton's views. All
the Republican leaders, except those thiit
may be found in the Union League faction,
are formally committed to the Governor's
candidacy for the Presidential nomination,
and must see to it that the State delega¬
tion Is solid for him. How to keep faith
with the majority that voted for consolida¬
tion and not to estrange the Kings County
politicians and jiot to hurt Morton in the
estlmatloil of the voters of the State con¬
stituted one of the objects of General
Tracy's visit.
Another subject that was discussed was

the attitude of the Union League; which
will be distinctly antagonistic to Gov¬
ernor Morton's candidacy unless he indi¬
cates, as John E. Milholland has pointed
out, that he is the candidate of tlie Re¬
publicans of the entire State, and not Mr.
Piatt's personal candidate. It is under¬
stood that both Messrs. Tracy and Morton
strongly favor a harmonizing of the two
factions in New York City, even If to se¬
cure that result It is necessary to have
another enrollment of the character the
Union League desires, that is, a re-enroll¬
ment at which none but known Repub¬
licans may participate, and at which the
Union League faction will have as many
clerks and watchers as the Lauterbach fac¬
tion. Mr. Lauterbach and Mr. Piatt, too.
argue that as the machine can send a solid
delegation to St. Louis from New York
City it is folly to give the malcontents a
chance to play false.
Governor Morton is understood to fear

the moral effect of a Union League con¬
testing delegation. He thinks that a crowd
of disgruntled politicians, representing
Whitelaw Reld, Cornelius N. Bliss, William
Brookflela, Joseph H. Choate, Samuel
Thomas, Ellhu Root, Charles Stewart
Smith, Anson G. McCook, Horace Porter,
John S. Wise, Wager Swayne and Joel B.
Erhardt, at the St. Louis convention, if ad¬
mitted, would injure his chances.
Another subject of discussion was the

attitude of the bucolic legislators. They
are giving the Morton boomers some un¬
easiness. An effort rt-111 be made to ascer¬
tain the party sentiment in all the legis¬
lative districts, and wherever Moyton
stock seems weak it will be braced by the
Big Four's agents, and without regard to
the legislative representatives. Those of
the latter who are disposed to look kindly
on the claims of other candidates will be
rerdered as powerless as it is possible to
make them.

BIG AND LITTLE BILLS.
A National Park for the Palisades.Meas¬

ures of General Interest in
Both Hojses,

Albany, N. Y., Jan. 9..Little business ?f
interest, aside from the discussion over
the Greater New York bill, was transacted
during the short session of the Senate.
Many bills were introduced and referred.
Senator Lexow reported favorably his bill
ceding to the United Stattes lands in Rock-
land County within the region of the Pali-
sades for a national park.
Senator Lexow also reported from the

Judiciary Committee the nominations of
John Woodward, of Chautauqua County,
as Supreme Court Justice; Frank H. HIs-
cock, of Syracuse, as Supreme Court Jus¬
tice, and James W. Barnum as County
Judge of Otsego County, and they were
confirmed unanimously. John C. Gresinger
was appointed clerk of the Canals Commit¬
tee.
Following were among the bills intro¬

duced :
Senator Brush.Authorizing the CountyJudges of Kings County to appoint and re¬

move two stenographers, salary $3,000 per
annum, and a confidential clerk, salary$2,000 per annum, and also to appoint two
inspectors at $1,800 per annum.
Senator Wray.Prohibiting railroads on

Ocean avenue, Brooklyn, and providing all
railroads shall cross said avenue above or
below grade, and prohibiting railroads on
Macon street, Brooklyn, unless a majorityof property owners consent.
Senator Cantor.Authorizing appropria¬

tions by the city of New York to the Flow¬
er Hospital to the amount of $12,000 per
year.
In the Assembly Mr. Storm, of Queens,

presented the petition of Charles Beckei
contesting the seat held by Jacob Stahl,
from the First Assembly District of Queens
County. The petition sets out that Beckei
received the greatest number of votes by
reason of the fact that the ballots which
were unmarked were thrown out of the
count on the claim that they were defec¬
tive. The petition was sent-to the Com¬
mittee on Privileges and Elections. J

His Three-Year Sentence Cut
Short by Governor Mor¬

ton's Pardon.

Anthony Comstock Secured the Evi¬
dence, but He Pleaded Guilty

to Escape Trial.

FRIENDS CAME TO THE RESCUE.

General Stewart L. Woodford, General
James R. O'Beirne and President E. A.

Quintard Among the Signers of
His Application for Clemency.

Dr. "John A. Tonner was set free at the
penitentiary on Blackwell's Island yester¬
day by the order of Governor Morton.
Dr. Tonner was, until last Spring, rated
as one of New York's leading physicians.
For years he travelled extensively In En-
rope, and was said to be as well known
at the French capital as he was in this
city.
He came of a good Baltimore family, and

was left a fortune by his father when
the latter died sceveral years ago. The
doctor spent the greater part of this in the
interest of science. After an absence from
this country for nearly ten years he re¬
turned about two years ago and opened
an office on West Fifty-eighth street, mak¬
ing a specialty of nervous diseases of
women and children.
He lived In apartments adjoining his

handsomely furnished offices, and ate his
meals at the Savoy, the Netherland and
the Plaza hotels. He was a member of
a dozen of New York's exclusive clubs
and moved in the best society. The doctor
was known among many of the young
men of the town as possessing a collection
of photographs gathered from various parts
of the Old World, which last Spring
brought him under the eyes of Anthony
Comstock.
Shortly after Oscar Wilde was con¬

demned to prison Dr. Tonner was arrested
upon the complaint of a man named An¬
derson. Rather than face a trial he pleaded
guilty and was sentenced to three years
In the penitentiary. After the sentence the
doctor claimed that he did not know the
serious nature of the charge to which he
had pleaded guilty, but thought It was for
having photographs in his possession that
Comstock considered immoral.

WORKING FOR HIS PARDON.
His friends declared that he was

suffering from temporary aberration of
the mind, and great 'pressure was
brought to bear to save him from
the penitentiary. In July Tonner was
taken to the penitentiary and put to work

He was released yesterday from the peniten¬
tiary on Blackwell's Island by the pardon of
Governor Morton, after serving only a few
months of his three years' sentence. When he
was sent to prison he wore a pointed beard,
tinged with gray. When liberated his face was

smooth-shaven and he had grown stouter. The
central picture shows bim in convict garb.

(Sketched by a Journal staff artist.)

in the tailor shop cutting out garments.
Since then his friends kept up their work
for him, until they succeeded in securing
his pardon.
Tonner, when he left prison yesterday,

was attired in a black suit of clothes, an

expensive overcoat and a fashionable derby
hat. The change In his appearnce was very
great. When arrested he wore a full beard,
liberally sprinkled with gray, and was quite
thin. Yesterday, with hia clean shaven
face and closely cropped head, he could
have passed his best friend upon the street
without being recognized. His six months
of hard work and the rough but wholesome
prison diet had given him a good color and
had added about twenty pounds to his
weight. .Tonner was surprised that the fact
that he had been pardoned by the Governor
had leaked out.
"Please don't print this," he said. "The

Governor has requested that the pardon be
not given to the press, as he does not want
to be worried by everybody seeking a par¬
don. I am gfeing to leave the country, but
I don't know just what I shall do.
"It was my first Intention to proceed

against the blackmailer who caused me all
this trouble, but my friends think I had
better let the matter drop."

It is claimed that, while Tonner's friends
have stood by him to the extent of getting
him pardoned, he is without funds.
This would seem to be borne out by the
fact that he called at the Commissioner of
Correction's office and claimed the $5 given
to all convicts when they are released.
While there Tonner requested that the fact,
of his pardon be not made public.. After
collecting what was due him and receiving
the record of his pardon the Doctor left the
office at once.

Wliy He Was Pardoned.

Albany, Jan. 9..Governor Morton's pardon
of Dr. Tonner was directly the result of
personal letters from General Stewart L.
Woodford, Dr. Alfred K. Hills, Adrian G.
Hageman, J. Adriance Bush, Henry N.
Cary, V. P. Gibney, C. N. Wayland and
President E. A. Quintard, of the Citizens'
Savings Bank. These letters were received
recently and all urged the pardon. It was
also due to the recommendation of Judge
Rufus B. Cowing and District-Attorney
Fellows, of New York, and to an under¬
standing that Dr. Tonner is about to leave
the country for South America.
The foimal application for pardon ig

dated August 9, 1895, and is signed by the
following well-known New Yorkers: R. C.
McCormick, A. B. Nettleton, J. MacDon-

Dr. John A. Tonner.

ough, William Peary, C. B. Leeds, A. H.
Depaulo Coeblis, Fred Raulfs, Morris
Goodhart, C, B. Campbell, It. B. Powell,
S. Carl Downs, John C. Coleman, W. B.
Somerville, Thomas AY. Knox, George P.
Spinney, Thomas A. Ireland, Prlnee A.
Morrow, M. D.; Norman W. Kingsley,
M. D.; Rodriquez Ottolingui, M.D.; Charles
I. Parker, M. D.; Uriah Welch, William H.
Young, John W. Shaw, Edward Freden-
berg, M. D.; Thomas W. Howell and James
R. O'Belrne.
The application of these citizens was

based, first, on the prisoner's high stand¬
ing and reputation, second, on the morbid
nervous and mental condition of the doctor
at the time of the alleged crime; third,
Jtidge Cowing's declaration that he be¬
lieved h'm to be of unsound mind; fourth,
that the penalty already suffered is suf¬
ficient, and, fifth, that his health Is break¬
ing down under his sentence and that his
early death is expected.

ACROSS WARD'S ISLAND.
Senator Ahearn Fathers a Bill for a Bridge

to Connect Long Island with
North New York.

Albany, N. Y., Jan. 9..Senator Ahearn
to-day introduced a bill incorporating the
Wards Island Bridge Company, for the
purpose of constructing a bridge for passen¬
gers and other traffic over the waters be¬
tween the Twenty-third Ward of New York
City and Long Island. Jaines W. Covert,
of Queens County; Thomas H. Bauchle
and James C. Reed, of New York City, are

named as Bridge Commissioners, together
with two persons, one each to be appointed
by the Mayors of New York and Long
Island City. Mr. Ahearn said:
"This bill is intended to provide a direct

and commodious route connecting the pas¬
senger truffle of Brooklyn, Long Island City
and the large territory tributary to these
cities with the annexed district of the City
of New York. This will accomplish through
transit without change of cars to the north
and east, thus enabling a passenger In
Brooklyn to connect directly from the Long
Island Railroad Depot with the New York
& Harlem Railroad, the New York Central
& Hudson River, the New York & North¬
ern, the New Haven & Hartford and their
subsidiary system.
"This new route is to be laid out by a

competent Commission upon the most feasi¬
ble plan, crossing the public waters by
bridge structures of such height as not to
interfere with navigation. All private and
public interests are properly protected by
this bill, which is calculated to furnish ad¬
ditional means of transit and approach to
the metropolitan community of Kings and
Queens counties."

EZETA FAILED TO LAND.
Authentic Information Received by General

Peraza That San Salvador's Peace
Is Not Disturbed.

Mr. N. Bolet Peraza. Consul-General of
the Republic of San Salvador, received a

cablegram last evening announcing the
failure of General Antonio Ezeta to land
what he claimed was the most formidable
expedition that ever started for San Salva¬
dor when he sailed from Acapulco, Mexico.
The cable message read as follows:

"San Salvador, Jan. 9.
"To General Bolet Peraza, Consul-General

for San Salvador, New Yori*
"Antonio Ezeta's armed filibustering ex¬

pedition on the Golden Barkley appeared
off the coast, but did not dare to latnd, and

continued to Costa Rica, where they are
at present. The peace of San Salvador has
not been disturbed. CASTELLANOS."
General Peraza said, when seen by a re¬

porter last evening at the Consulate In
Pine street, that officially he knew noth¬
ing more of this attempt to precipitate a
civil war in the republic th&n what was
contained in the cable dispatch. He did
not believe that there would have been
much of a revolt even if the filibusters had
landed, as their failure to reach the shore
showed plainly that they had very few, if
any, sympathizers in San Salvador.
At the Hotel Barcelona, on West Twen¬

ty-eighth street, between Broadway and
Sixth avenue, which is the rendezvous In
this city of the Mexican and Salvadorean
colonies, it was learned that General Ezeta
had with him a party of over one hundred
Mexicans who had served in the Mexican
Army and fully 6ixty American cowboys
from Texas. Captain Fillpe Florez, a Span¬
ish officer, who has visited Mexico and
San Salvador lately on official business for
his country, said:
"San Salvador is a magnificent country,

and Is just now enjoying exceptional pros¬
perity. The commerce of that country
with New York City, I was told when I
was there a month ago. has doubled during
the administration of President Guiterrez.
and- I hardly believe that a revolution in
that country just now could improve its
prosperity, although the people of the
Latin Americas seem to want revolution all
the time. Antonio Ezeta was the- Vice-
President and Commander in Chief of the
Army during the administration of his
brother, Carlos Ezeta. Carlos was over¬
thrown during 'he revolution of two years
ago and since then Guiterrez has been the
President. I don't know whether Antonio
had anv confederates within the border
of San "Salvador, but Mexicans who claim
to know something of his aims say that
he had plotted a formidable conspiracy
against Guiterrez's government. I under¬
stand that the filibusters tried to land at
La Union, but a showing of troops there
caused them to proceed to La Llbertad,
where they were warned away, and finally
they made a last effort at Acajutla, where
they were again frustrated, and they had
to abandon their plans."
General Antonio Ezeta, ex-Vice-President of San

Salvador, was- one of the leaders in the revolu¬
tion in that republic in 1894. He was deposed,
together with his brother, Carlos, who was Pres¬
ident. Carlos succeeded in escaping to Panama
on a merchant steamer, but Antonio was more

closely pursued, and to save his life fled to the
United States warship Bennington, which was

lying in the harbor of La Libertad.
The United States Government ordered Com¬

mander Thomas, of the Bennington, to take
Ezeta to San Francisco for trial. Habeas cor¬
pus proceedings were, instituted by Ezeta's law¬
yers, and the court decided that his offences
were purely political and he was therefore re¬
leased. A few days later he went to Mexico,
and in November. 1894. he declared that lie had
retired permanently from politics in Central
America.

It was reported in 1893 that General Ezeta
was to marry Miss Ida Dent Wright, daughter
of Mrs. Marie Robinson Wright, of New York,
but the match was broken off. It was also
stated in November. 1894. that he was to wed
Vrs. Bessie Paxton, a California!) widow, but
the marriage has not yet taken piace.

NOVI'S MOTOIIS EXIT,
The Disappearance of a Russian

Nobleman Causes a Sen¬
sation in Berlin.

He Went to Russia with an American
Friend to Claim an .

Estate.

FOUL PLAY IS SUSPECTED.

It Is Known That a Number of Relativet
Are After the Inheritance, Among

Whom the Governor-Gen-
eral of Vilna.

By Walter Jaeger.
Berlin, Jan. 9..A great sensation ha»

been created in the American colony of
this eity by the mysterious disappearance
in Russia of two American citizens, who
were recently on a visit here. The names

of the missing men are Homer Wilson, a

banker of Canon City, Cal., who had an

office in the Mills building in San Fran¬
cisco, and Professor Novi, formerly con¬

nected with a seminary in Kentucky, but
who of late years has been a dealer in

hardware in some part of the State of

Washington. His wife lives in San Fran¬
cisco. .

Professor Novi is by birth a Russian
nobleman, his real name being Count
Novossiltceff. He was one of the early Ni¬

hilists, or at any rate was suspected of

being one, and twenty years ago had to

flee his native country.
Some time ago Novi inherited large es¬

tates in Russia. Having become an Ameri¬
can citizen, he thought that an American

passport would enable him to go to Rus¬
sia and claim his fortune without fear of

being arrested on the old charge of Nihi¬
lism. He accordingly went there about
three months ago, leaving his children in

charge of his friend Wilson, who, after

waiUug two months, also started for Rus¬
sia to find out what had become of the

professor.
Both have disappeared absolutely. In¬

quiry lit the American Consul's in Rus¬
sia has proven fruitless.
Foul play is suspected, as Count Novi

has relatives who want the estates them¬
selves. One of these is the Governor-Gen¬
eral of the Province of Vllna.
Alexander Olarovsky, the Russian Con-

sui-General in this city, knew Novossilt¬
ceff well in San Francisco and Is able to
throw some light on his past life. Mr.
Olarovsky was seen at his home, Eigh¬
teenth street and Fifth avenue, last night
and said:
"Novossiltceff was neither a 'professor'

of anything nor a Count. So far as I ever <

heard he never made any pretensions to
either 4itle. NeitV ^e an Anarehlst or
Nihilist. Instead, he is in .o.reput« ».

the Husslan Government. He is now about
fifty years old and was married many
years ago in Russia and has one child.
"When he was a young man he enlisted

In the Russian navy and served a number
of years. He rose to the rank of lieuten-

I ant. This title was gained, however, in
the old navy and not iu the present re-
organized one. He inherited a small prop
erty in Russia and many years ago.twentyI or twenty-live, I think.resigned his lieu¬
tenancy and came to the f'nited State*,
hoping to make a fortune. He Invested his
money in some land scheme In Oregon and
lost It. Since then he has madfe a living in
various ways.
"Last Summer he decided to return to

Russia, but had no money. He was in
San Francisco at the time, and secured a
passport from the Consul in that city.
Then he applied to the Russian Govern¬
ment, through the Legation at Washington,
for funds with which to take his wife
and child, as well as himself, back to
Russia. His long service in the navy,
though not long enough to entitle him to
a pension, induced the Government to grant
the request, and the money was sent to
him in care of the Legation :it Washing¬
ton. When it arrived he had disappeared,
and I was asked to try and find him. t
advertised in the papers for some time, and
he finally turned up. The money wm
given to him, and I hold his reeeipt for
it. Since then I have not seen him.
"After he came to this country he adapt¬

ed the name of Novi. The <Change was not
made for the purpose of hiding his Iden¬
tity. and was merely owing to the diffi¬
culty Americans had In pronouncing his
full name. He was in good standing with
the Russian Government, and was a fre¬
quent caller at the Consular office In San
I rancisco, as well as at the offices in other
cities which he visited.
"I do not think there is an& truth in the

story that he had inherited an estate in
Russia recently. If he had. It would have
been known to the legation and to the
Consuls to whom he was known. He never
made any such statement to any of the
Russian officials in this country, and, so
far as I know, had no wealthy relatives.
If he had been an heir to any property it
would not have been necessary for him
to apply to the Government for money
with which to leave this country. I have
no idea why he should willingly disappear,
and do not know of any one who could
have any object in putting him out of the
way."
BROKERS "MIT DEUTSCHLAND."

Mighty Chorus of "Die Wacht am Rhein"
in the Produce Exchange.

A report on the Produce Exchange yes¬
terday that Germany had warned Great
Britain to back down in the Transvaal
matter was greeted in the wheat pit with
a sharp rally in wheat and cheers for the
German born brokers.
The brokers also started the national

German song, 'Die Wacht am Rhein."
The song was tam n up throughout the

vast room of the Exchange, and was
sung vociferously by a huge chorus.


